
SPANISH 1 REVIEW NOTES 

1. NOUNS AND ARTICLES 

1.1 Spanish Nouns 

A noun is a word used to identify people, animals, places, things, or ideas. Unlike English, all Spanish nouns, 

even those that refer to non-living things, have gender; that is, they are considered either masculine or 

feminine. As in English, nouns in Spanish also have number, meaning that they are either singular or plural. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Generally, nouns that refer to males, like el hombre, are masculine, while nouns that refer to females, like  

la mujer, are feminine. 

Many nouns that refer to male beings end in –o or –or. Their corresponding feminine forms end in –a and 

–ora, respectively.   

 

 

 

 

 

The masculine and feminine forms of nouns that end in –ista, like turista, are the same, so gender is 

indicated by the article el (masculine) or la (feminine). Some other nouns have identical masculine and 

feminine forms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As shown above, certain noun endings are strongly associated with a specific gender, so you can use them 

to determine if a noun is masculine or feminine. 

Because the gender of nouns that refer to non-living things cannot be determined by foolproof rules, you 

should memorize the gender of each noun you learn. It is helpful to learn each noun with its corresponding 

article, el for masculine and la for feminine.  

Another reason to memorize the gender of every noun is that there are common exceptions to the rules 

of gender. For example, el mapa (map) and el día (day) end in –a but are masculine. La mano (hand) ends 

in –o, but is feminine. 

Because the gender of nouns that refer to non-living things cannot be determined by foolproof rules, you 

should memorize the gender of each noun you learn. It is helpful to learn each noun with its corresponding 

article, el for masculine and la for feminine.  

Plural of nouns 

To form the plural, add –s to nouns that end in a vowel. For nouns that end in a consonant add –es. For 

nouns that end in z change the z to c, then add –es. 

 

 

 

In general, when a singular noun has an accent mark on the last syllable, the accent is dropped from the 

plural form. 

 

Use the masculine plural form to refer to a group that includes both males and females. 

 

 

 



1.2 Spanish Articles 

As you know, English often uses definite articles (the) and indefinite articles (a, an) before nouns. Spanish 

also has definite and indefinite articles. Unlike English, Spanish articles vary in form because they agree in 

gender and number with the nouns they modify. 

Definitive articles (Artículos Definitivos) 

Spanish has four forms that are equivalent to the English definite article the. Use definite articles to refer 

to specific nouns.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Indefinite Articles (Artículos Indefinidos) 

Spanish has four forms that are equivalent to the English indefinite article, which according to context 

may mean a, an, or some. Use indefinite articles to refer to unspecified persons or things. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. PRESENT TENSE OF REGULAR VERBS 

2.1 Subject Pronouns 

In order to use verbs, you will need to learn about subject pronouns. A subject pronoun replaces the name 

or title of a person or thing and acts as the subject of a verb. In both Spanish and English, subject pronouns 

are divided into three groups: first person, second person, and third person. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spanish has two subject pronouns that mean you (singular). Use tú when addressing a friend, a family 

member, or a child. Use usted to address a person with whom you have a formal or more distant 

relationship, such as a superior at work, a professor, or a person older than you. 

 

 

The masculine plural forms nosotros, vosotros, and ellos refer to a group of males or to a group of males 

and females. The feminine plural forms nosotras, vosotras, and ellas can refer only to groups made up 

exclusively of females. 

 

 

 

 

 

There is no Spanish equivalent of the English subject pronoun it. Generally, it is not expressed in Spanish. 

 

 

2.2 Present tense of regular -ar verbs 

In order to talk about activities, you need to use verbs. Verbs express actions or states of being. In English 

and Spanish, the infinitive is the base form of the verb. In English, the infinitive is preceded by  

the word to: to study, to be. The infinitive in Spanish is a one-word form and can be recognized by its 

endings: -ar, -er, or -ir.  

 

 

 



 

 In this lesson, you will learn the forms of regular -ar verbs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 To create the forms of most regular verbs in Spanish, drop the infinitive endings (-ar, -er, -ir). You then  

add to the stem the endings that correspond to the different subject pronouns. All verbs have a stem 

and an ending (-ar, -er, -ir). For example, the verbs estudiar (to learn), bailar (to dance) and trabajar 

(to work). 

The stem for these verbs are:      estudi   and the ending is:         ar 
    bail                ar 
    trabaj                ar 
 

This diagram will help you visualize the process by which verb forms are created. 

 

 

 

 

In order to conjugate the verb, we need to know who we are talking about, this is where the subject 

pronouns will come into place. Each subject pronoun has a different ending when conjugating our verbs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject pronouns 
Singular 

yo 

tú 

él 

ella 

usted 

-o 

-as 

-a 

-a 

-a 

-AR  
Ending 

-ar ending verbs 

Subject pronouns 
Plural 

nosotros 

nosotras 

vosotros 

vosotras 

ellos 

ellas 

ustedes 

-amos 

- amos 

-áis 

-áis 

-an 

-an 

-an 

 

 

-AR  
Ending 



Common -ar verbs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ¡Atención! Unless referring to a person, the Spanish verbs buscar, escuchar, esperar, and mirar do not 

need to be followed by prepositions as do their English equivalents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 When two verbs are used together with no change of subject, the second verb is generally in the 

infinitive. To make a sentence negative in Spanish, the word no is placed before the conjugated verb. 

In this case, no means not.  

 

 Spanish speakers often omit subject pronouns because the verb endings indicate who the subject is. 

In Spanish, subject pronouns are used for emphasis, clarification, or contrast.  

 

 



2.3 Present tense of regular -er & -ir verbs 

You also learned about the importance of verb forms, which change to show who is performing the action. 

The chart below shows the forms from two other important verb groups, -er verbs and -ir verbs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 -Er and -ir verbs have very similar endings. Study the preceding chart to detect the patterns that make 

it easier for you to use them to communicate in Spanish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Like -ar verbs, the yo forms of -er and -ir verbs end in -o.  

 

 Except for the yo form, all of the verb endings for -er verbs begin with -e.  

 

 

 -Er and -ir verbs have the exact same endings, except in the nosotros/as and vosotros/as forms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. PRESENT TENSE OF IRREGULAR VERBS 

3.1 Stem-changing verbs (e:ie), (o:ue) and (e:i) 

Stem-changing verbs deviate from the normal pattern of regular verbs. Note the spelling changes to the 

stem in the conjugations below. 

 

 

 

In many verbs, such as empezar (to begin), the stem vowel changes from e to ie. Note that the nosotros/as 

and vosotros/as forms don’t have a stem change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 In many other verbs, such as volver  (to return), the stem vowel changes from o to ue. The nosotros/as 

and vosotros/as forms have no stem change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 To help you identify stem-changing verbs, they will appear as follows throughout the text: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Jugar (to play a sport or game), is the only Spanish verb that has a u:ue stem change. Jugar is followed 

by a + [definite article] when the name of a sport or game is mentioned. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Comenzar and empezar require the preposition a when they are followed by an infinitive. 

 

 

 Pensar + [infinitive] means to plan or to intend to do something. Pensar en means to think about 

someone or something. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a third kind of stem-vowel change in some verbs, such as pedir (to ask for; to request). In these 

verbs, the stressed vowel in the stem changes from e to i, as shown in the diagram.  

 

 

 As with other stem-changing verbs you have learned, there is no stem change in the nosotros/as or 

vosotros/as forms in the present tense.  

 

 

 

 

 

 These are the most common e:i stem-changing verbs:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2 Irregular yo forms 

 In Spanish, several verbs have irregular yo forms in the present tense. have the ones ending in –go, -

igo & -zco.  

Ending in -go 

 The yo forms of seguir and conseguir have a spelling change in addition to the stem change e:i. 

 The verb hacer is often used to ask questions about what someone does. Note that when answering, 

hacer is frequently replaced with another, more specific action verb.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Poner can also mean to turn on a household appliance.  

 

 Salir de is used to indicate that someone is leaving a particular place.  

 

 Salir para is used to indicate someone’s destination.  

 

 Salir con means to leave with someone or something, or to date someone.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ending in -igo       Ending in -zco 

 

 


